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PRAYER before SERMON. 


O THOU infinitely great and glori- 
ous Gop! whofe providential {way ex- 
tendeth over all thy works! Gop of 
the armies of Heavtn! guardian Gop 
of nations, as well as individuals here 
upon EarTH! 

Loox down in mercy, we befeech 
thee, upon, the whole human race! 


and haften, that glorious period, in. 
which all the kingdoms of the world. 


fhall become. the- kingdoms of the 
Lorp and of his Curisr ! 

SHowER down thy peculiar blefs- 
ings upon. the univerfal church, even 
the whole congregation, of chriftian 
people, to whatever fect or denomina- 
tion they may belong! 

Awnp herein, accept our. moft fer- 


vent prayers in behalf of thy fervant, 


but our dread Sovereign Lord King 
Grok Ge : 


* 


ee ce 
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GEORGE. Endue him plenteoufly with 
heavenly gifts, and grant him in health 
and wealth long to live! Infpire him 
with the true fpirit of wifdom and go- 
-vernment ! Teach him, that his high- 
eft temporal glory muft confift in pre- 
ferving toa free people their undoubt- 
ed birth-rights as men, and as Britons { 
Remove far from his Royal Perion 
all thofe, who would feek to change 
his. government into oppreffion, and 
to gratify their own licentious defires 
at the expence of the blood and trea- 
fure of his fubjects ! 

SurrounpD him with counfellors 
eminent for their piety and virtue, well 
acquainted with, and well affected to 
our happy conftitution, equally diftin- 
hed for their exemplary conduct in 
private life, and their difinterefted at- 
tention to the public weal! 

ExtTenp thy compaflionate regards 
to the whole body of his fubjects, as 
~ well in Great-Britain and Ireland as in 
— thefe 


thefe his American dominions. Heal, 
O Father of mercies, heal, we betleech 
thee, our prefent unhappy divifions! 
Let us once more rejoice in that de- 
lightful union and intercourfe which 
hath heretofore fubfifted betwixt us 
and our Parent-land ; and remove eve- 
ry envious obftacle, that may yet hin- 
der us from embracing as brethren of 
the fame family ! 

For this moft defirable purpofe, we 
pray, that thou would be in a peculiar 
manner prefent with all thofe, who 
are entrufted with our great American 
caufe, as well in council as in the field! 
Give them wifdom to devile, and firm- 
ne{sto execute, fuch meafures for the re- 
ftoration of public peace and harmony, 
as may confiit with that true Liberty, 
which is equally removed from bafe 
licentioufnefs on the one hand, and as 


bafe fubmiffion and flavery on the other! 
: AND 


Z : > eS bert ne, 
er eo ee oe eee 


he 
% 


OS BED a Bg a Tae. 
Petty 


_Awon, while we are thus contend- 
ing for our temporal rights, O fuffer us 
not to forget, or be lefs zealous for 
thofe more important fpiritual  privi- 
leges, which have been purchafed for 
us by a Redeemer’s blood! deliver us 
from the bondage of our corruption ! 
Enable us to ftand faft in our gofpel 
freedom! And, after feeking firft the 
eftablifhment of thy Kingdom and the 
righteoufnefs thereof in our hearts, may 
we hope and traft with full confidence 
in thee, our God and Father, that all 
other bleffings of a temporal nature will 
be added unto us! 


| Tuese things we afk, not for any 
3 eee of our own, but for the fake and. 


gh the merits of the dear fon of 
thy 1 love Curis Jesus our Lorp, in 


a «whofe moft bleffed name and words, 


we humbly and affectionately addrefs 
Thee, as 


“« Our Father which art in Heaven! 
se 
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GALATIANS?CORAP VV. 
Part of rirst Verfe. 


STAND FAST, THEREFORE, IN THE Lipex- 
TY WHEREWITH CuRIsT HATH MADE 


US FREE. 


GENTLEMEN of the Firs? Bar- 
* gation of the City and Liberties of Puiia- | 


DELPHIA, 


THOUGH f readily accepted of the” 
invitation, with which you were pleafed to ho- 
nour mé, and am fully fatisfied that there can 
be no impropriety in complying with your 
requeft, yet I confefs, that I now feel fuch 
an uncommon degree of diffidence, as no- 
thing but a fenfe of duty, and a fincere fym- 


A pathy - 


> ae sai SAR hs ARR oe: 


ah 


- pathy with you in your prefent trying cit 


cumftances could enable me to overcome. 
The occafion is of the firft importance : the 
fubjeét im a great meafure new to me— 
T hrowing amis therefore, upon your can- 
dor and indulgence, confidering mylfelf un- 
der the twofold chara€ter of a minifter of 
Jesus Curist, and a FreLtLtow-CiTIZzEN 
of the fame ftate, and involved in the fame 
public calamity with yourfelves ; and looking” 
up for counfel and direélion to the fource of 
all wifdom, ‘WHO GIVETH LIBERALLY TO 
THOSE THAT ask 1T—I have made choice 
of a paflage of {cripture, which will give me. 
an opportunity of addrefling myfelf to you as 
Freemen, both in the fpiritual and tempo- 
ral fenfe of the word, and of fuggefting to 
you fach a mode of condué, as will be mott 
likely, under the bleffing of Heaven, to en- 
» you the enjoyment of thefe two kinds 


iberty. STAND FAST, THEREFORE, 
“IN THE Liserty, WHEREWITH CHRIST 


HATH MADE US FREE. 


Tue infpired Author of this excellent Ad-' 
monition was fo fenfible of the invaluable 


bieffings 


ae 
bleffings and comforts that refulted from tha¢ 
free fpirit, with which Jesus Curisr through 

his Miniftry, had eftablifhed his Galatian Con- 
verts, that he was jealous of the leaft attempt to 
deftroy or even obftrué in them its life-giving 
operation. He could not brook the narrow 
{pirit of thofe Judaizing Chriftians, who, from 
the moft felfifh.and illiberal motives, fought to 
force a yoke upon the necks of their Gentile 
Brethren, which neither they themfelves nor 
their Fathers had been able to bear. Thefe 
Gentiles too he feverely reproves for not 
maintaining their ground, and afferting their 
Gofpel Freedom againft the infidious devices 
of their Brethren, who only wanted to bring 
them into fervitude, “ ruar THEY MIGHT 
GLORYIN THEIRFLESH. —‘‘O rooLisH Ga- 
LATIANS! WHO HATH BEWITCHED you?” 
He afcribes their blindnefs and infatuation to 
fome diabolical charm, which had locked up 
the powers of their free-born fpirits, and made 
them tamely fubmit to flavifh, carnal ordinan-- 
ces, which the Gofpel of Jesus had entirely 

exploded and abolifhed. He reminds them, 

by a {pirited explication of a moft ftriking, 
allegory, that they were not  cHILDREN OF 

A 2 THE 
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THE BOND-WOMAN, BUT OF THE FREE; that 


their obfervance of the ceremonial law was a 


tribute, which they were not bound to pay; 
or, if they fhould be fo weak as to fubmit to 
it, that it could not emancipate them from the 
bondage of earth and hell; but that their real 
freedom, their full and compleat juftification, 


Uy . . 
their happinefs temporal and eternal were 


only to be acquired by a vigorous exertion 
of thofe fpiritual powers within themfelves, 
which, through the riches of Gon’s free grace 
in Cuaist Jesus, had been communicated to 
their fouls. He concludes this part of his ad- 
drefs with the truly noble and apoftolical pre- 
cept of my text: STAND FAST, THEREFORE, 
in THE Liserty, WHEREWITH Curist 
HATH MADE US FREE. 


Havine thus briefly opened the occafion 
and meaning of the words, I fhall proceed 
to fhew, in the firft place, what we are to 
underftand by that SPIRITUAL LIBERTY, 
«; WHEREWITH CHRIST HATH MADE US 
yree,” and what kind of conduét that muft 
be, which is here expreffed by the words 
© STAND FAST.” 


t. HowEVER 


Cee) 
I. However fevere, my dear Brethren, 
the lofs of our temporal Liberties may be, 
there is certainly a Bondage far more fevere 
than this, yea, far more cruel, than that of 
Israrx under their Ecyprran Tafk-mafters. 
A Bondage, not only to men, but to the fallen 
fpirits of darknefs, feeking to exercife over us 
a joint power and dominion with our own 
irregular and corrupt paffions. A Bondage 
univerfal, from which no Son of Adam hath 
ever been exempt; a tyranny, whofe baleful 
influences have been felt from the fall of man 
down to this very day. It has feized not only 
upon the body, but upon the foul. It has 
ere€ted its throne in the heart, and from 
thence impofes its arbitrary decrees. It is 
confined to no age or fex, no flate or condi- 
tion of human life. High and low, learned 


and unlearned, the favage and the fage, are 


alike the vitims of this defpotic power, alike 


flaves by nature under this bondage of cor-— 


ruption. 
a 


Ir is perpetually manifefting itfelf under a 


variety of forms, according to our prevailing 
defires and purfuits. It follows us into the 
Sanétuary 


( ) 


San@uary of God. It fteals into our private 
devotions. It gives a pharifaical tinfture to 
our beft good works. It reigns as a matter 
and abfolute Sovereign in the wicked and 
unregenerate. Yea, it frequently enters the 
moft fpiritual and regenerate hearts in hoftile 
form, and feeks to fhake their confidence in 
the goodnefs of their true and rightful Sove- 
reign, and their humble hope of deliverance 
through the redeeming power of his ever- 


bleffed. Son. 


Now, who would not wifh to be delivered 
from fuch a bondage as this? And yet, my 
brethren, fuch a wifh cannot be formed, “tll, 
by divine grace, the free-born powers of the 
foul are brought to be fenfible of their bur- 
den, and to groan beneath the weight of op- 
preffion. “ Tue wuore (or they that 
‘think themfelves whole) Nesp. Nor a Puy- 
SICIAN, BUT THEY THAT ARE sick.” The 
madman hugs his chains, as if they were en- 
figns of royalty. Infenfible of his calamity, 
he cannot even wifh for relief. 


Bur 


. from the’ arbitrary power of fin, Bis 5 en- 


ot 


vies 
Bur no fooner does the child of graces 
the offspring of Heaven come to feel the 
bondage of the infernal ufurper ; no-fooner 
does he find himfelf harraffed and oppreffed 
by the obedience which he exaéts to his un- 
righteous laws; no fooner is he convinced, 
that fuch an obedience muft terminate in 
ever-lafting flavery and wretchednefs, thai 
he awakens from his fleep of fecurity, and 
turns to and avails himfelf of that light, and 


ftrength, and fpiritual courage and conftancy, 
which his Redeemer is ever at hand to im- 
part, and without which he feels himfelf abfo- 
lutely unequal to the conflié, and incapable 
of extricating himfelf from the ignoble {ervi- 
tude. 


From hence then jt appears, that the Lr- 
BERTY, WITH WHICH CuRIst HATH MADE 
US FREE, 1s nothing lefs than fuch a releafe 
largement of the foul by the efficacy of divine 
grace, and fuch a total furrender of the will 
and affe@tions, to the influence arid guidance 
of the divine Spirit, (‘‘ FOR WE ARE MADE A 
WILLING PEOPLE IN THE Day or Gop’s 


(8) 
power”) as.will enable us to live in the habi= 
tual chearful pra€tice of every grace and virtue 
here, and qualify us for the free, full and un- 
interrupted enjoyment of heavenly life and 
Liberty hereafter. 


Tuzse glorious privileges being once ob- 
‘tained, the finner being once juftified, and 
adopted into the family of God, and having 
received the feal of his heavenly citizenfhip, 
the conduét recommended to him in my text 
as the moft effe@ual for the prefervation of 
thefe privileges, is here exprefled by the words 
“ sTanp FAST:” that is to fay: 


« Maintain, firm and unfhaken, the 
ground which Currisr hath given you. Be 
ever vigilant and prepared againft the open 
or infidious attacks of your adverfary.” 


He is not commanded to march upon the 
Devil’s ground, to feck out the tempter or 
_ the temptation, in order to make a trial of his 
'— ftrength, or merely that he may have the ho- 
nour of a viétory: But only to “ stand 
FAST,” to aét upon the defenfive, and, arm- 
ed at all points with a celeftial panoply, to 
be yes. to refift and repel the moft daring 

attempts 


( 94) 


attempts of his perfidious foe: As well know- 
ing, that if he fuffers himfelf to be taken.cap- 
tive, flavery and woe muft be his everlafting 
portion; but, if he comes off conqueror from 
the conflict, that the life, liberty and joys of 
Heaven will be his evetlafting reward. 


Tuus far have I travelled ina well known 
path, and fpoken a language familiar to moft 
of you,, and which you have long been ac- 
cultomed to hear from this Pulpit. 


II. I am now to ftrike into another path, 
which, though it may not always terminate in 
fuch glorious {cenes of never-ending felicity 
as the former, yet, if fledfaftly naka will 
conduét' the fons of mento an happinefs, of 
an inferior kind.indeed, but highly neceffary 
to their prefent temporary ftate of exiftence 
in this world, 

Ir sptriruan Liserty calls upon its pi- 
ous Votaries to extend their views far forward 
toa glorious Hexrarrer, Civin Linerty 
muft at leaft be allowed to fecure, in a confi- 
derable degree, our well-being HERE, And 
I believe it will be no difficult matter to 

B | > prove, 


aT ty) Lig st ee 
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prove, that the latter is as much the gift of 


Gop in Curist Jesus as the former, and 
confequently, that we are bound to ftand faft 
in our civit as well as Our sPrRITUAL 
FREEDOM. 


From what hath been faid under my firft 
head of difcourfe, I think it muft appear, 
that Lisrerty, traced to her true fource, is 
of heavenly extraétion, that divine Virtue is 
her illuftrious parent, that from ‘eternity to 
eternity they have been and muft be infepa- 
rable‘companions, and that the hearts of all 
intelligent beings are the living temples, in 
which they ought to be jointly worfhipped. 


We have the authority of divine Revela- 
tion to affert, that this globe of earth was 
once the favoured {pot, on which fhe was fent 
to refide, and that the firft man felt and enjoy- 
ed her divine influence within and around 
him. Butthe fame Revelation tells us, what 
our own experience cannot but confirm, that 
when man loft his virtue, he loft his Liberty 
too; and from that fatal period. became fub- 
jeG to the bondage of corruption, the flave 

of 


of irregular paffions,. at war with himfelf and 
his own fpecies, an alien from his native 


-e€ountry, a forrowful ftranger and a weary 


pilgrim in, this world. of woe. 


Ir was not only to put him into a capacity 
of regaining his forfeited heavenly blifs, but 
to mitigate, likewife, the forrows. of his earth- 
ly fojourn, that the EVERLASTING Jesus, 
in and by whom Gop originally created 
man, vouchfafed to communicate to. him, 
when fallen, a ray of hope, a {park of hea- 
venly light, wifdom, power and goodnels, 
by which, through the effettual workings of 
his grace, he might, in future time, infpire: 
him and his haplefs pofterity with fuch prin- 
ciples as would lead them to know, contend 
for and enjoy Liberty in its largeft, nobieft 
extent. 


Ware’ eR of order; truth, cauill and 
good government is to be found among the 
fons ofmen, they are.folely indebted for to 
this EvERLASTING CouNnseLLor, this 
Prince or Peace. By nature furrounded 
with innumerable wants, which his. own fin- 
gle unaffifted hand could by no means fup- 

B. 3, ply... 
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ply, expofed to innumerable dangers, which 
his utmoft ftrength and fharpeft forefight 
could not poffibly ward off, it muft furely 
have been this wispoM OF THE FATHER, 
that firft taught man, hy socrAL compact, to 
fecure to himfelf the poffeffion of thofe necef- 
faries and comforts, which are fo dear and 
valuable to his natural life. And though no 
particular mode of government is pointed 
out to us in his holy gofpel, yet the benevo- 
lent fpirit of that gofpel is direétly oppofed to 
every other form, than fuch as has the com-~ 
mow coop of mankind for its end and aim. 


Now this common coop is matter of 
COMMON FEELING. And hence it is, that 
our beft writers, moral and political, as well 
Clergy as Laity, have afferted, that true go- 
ve: ment can have no other foundation than 
€ MMON CONSENT. “Tis the power, the 
wifdom, the majefty of the people committed 
tO ONE, tO a FEW, Or tO MANY—yea, in 
fome hitherto favoured ftates, the onr, the 
Few, and the many, have been spirited 


together, that they might mutually controul 


and be controuled by ter other. 
INASMUCH, 


(da. & 


Inasmucu, therefore, as this folemn Des 
legation was intended for the good of the 
whole; inafmuch as all Rulers are in fa& the 
Servants of the Public, and appointed for no 
other purpofe than to be “ a TERROR To 
EVIL-DOERS, AND A’ PRAISE TO THEM 
THAT DO WELL; whenever this divine or- 
der is inverted, whenever thefe Rulers abufe 
their facred truft, by unrighteous attempts 
to injure, opprefs, and enflave thofe very 
perfons, from whom alone, under Gop, 
their power is derived—does not humanity, 
does not reafon, does not fcripture call upon 
the Man, the Citizen, the Chriftian of fuch 
a community to ‘““sTAND FAST IN THAT 
Liserty wuerewitu Curist (in their 
very birth, as well as by fucceeding appoint- 
ments of his Providence) HatH MADE THEM 
FREE ?” 


Tue Apoftle enjoins us to “ SUBMIT. TO 
EVERY ORDINANCE OF MAN FOR THE 
Lorn’s sake.” But furely a fubmiffion. to 
the unrighteous ordinances of unrighteous 
men, cannot be ‘‘ ror tHe Lorp’s SAKE: 
For “ He provera Ricursovusness; 4np 

' HIS 


{ 


See * Aa 


is CoUNTENANCE BEHOLDS THE THINGS 


THAT ARE JUST.” 


Poss EssED, therefore, of thefe principles 
—Principles, upon. which the prefent confti- 
tution of Brirain was happily fettled at one 
of her moft glorious and memorable eras, 
and upon which alone it can ftill be fupport- 
ed—Poffeffed, of thefe principles, I. truft it 
will be no difficult matter to fatisfy your con- 
fciences with refpe& to the righteoufnefs of 
the caufe, in which you are now engaged. 


Tue ftruggle, ‘tis true, is an unnatural 
one. The hard neceffity of ftanding upon 
our defence againft our brethren, children of 
the fame family, educated in the fame man- 
ners, the fame religion with ourfelves, bound 
together by a long reciprocation of endearing 
offices, by a long participation of common 
bleflings, and of common, dangers and. dif- 
treffes, mutually prote@ing and proteéted by 
each other.——The hard neceffity, I fay, of 
defending ourfelves, our juft and undoubt- 
ed rights againft fuch unnatural adverfaries, 
(though fadly to be lamented, as one of the 
heavielt judgments with which Heaven could 
vilit 


C1 ) 
vifit us for our iniquities) ought not, how- 
ever, to make us furrender at difcretion, or 
difcourage us from ‘* sraNDING FAST in” 
THAT Ligerty, wHEREWITH Curist (as 


the great providential governor of the world) : 
HATH MADE us Fres,” 


We venerate the Parent Land from. 
whence our progenitors came. We with to 
look up to her as the Guarpian, not the- 
Invaper of her children’s rights. We glo-- 
ry in the name of children. But then we 
wilh to be treated as children And chil- 
dren too, that have arrived at years of dif- 
cretion. 


Bur, if we are to judge from the late 
ungenerous and ill-digefted plans of policy, 
which have been adopted by thofe whom fhe 
hath entrufted with the powers of Admini- 
ftration, we cannot but think; that they be- 
gan to be jealous of our rifing glory, and, 
from an ill-grounded apprehenfion of our 
aiming at independency, were defirous of 
checking our growth. 


esi ag: 


be 
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Yer why this unfeafonable and unrighte- 
ous jealoufy ?—We with not to interfere with 
that commercial fyftem, which they have 
hitherto: purfued, We have not even ftretch- 
ed our expeétations beyond the dine, which 
they themfelves had drawn. We with not to 
poffefs the golden groves of Afia, to fparkle 
in the public eye with jewels torn from the 
brows of weeping Nabobs, or to riot on the 
fpoils of plundered provinces. * We rather 

~o! go. .RiugeE ; tremble 
* Here perhaps it may be objected, that the 
Americans do with a very ill grace cenfure their En-. 
glith brethren, either for their iniquitous conquefts 
in Afia, or for the luxuries thereby introduced a- 
mong them, whilft they themfelves are rioting upon 
the labour of thoufands of their own fpecies, torn 
away from their native retreats, from their deareft 
relations and friends, and doomed to a moft abje& 
and perpetual flavery— 


-In anfwer to this dbieaion it-may be afked— 
Where did this infamous commerce originate? And 
where is it ftill carried on with all the eagernefs which 
avarice can ‘infpire? Where, but in England? 
By what means can it be abolithed ? Surely by that 
power alone, which America acknowledges the pa- 
rent flate may juflly exercife over all her dominions, 


viz.. the power of regulating their trade /— Is 


sigs) 
tremble for the parent ftate, and would fain 
keep off from our own borders, thofe lux- 
uries, which may perhaps already have ims 
paired her conftitutional vigour. We only 
wilh, that what we have, we may be able to 
call our Own; that thofe fruits of honeft in- 
duftry, which our anceftors had acquired, or 
thofe which have been, or may be added to 
them by .the fweat of our own brows, fhould 
not be wrefted from us by the hand of vio- 
lence, but left to our own free difpofal; fatis- 
fied as we are in our confciences, that when 


C CONSTITUTIONALLY 


Is it not well known, thatthe legiflatures of fome 
of the colonies have done what they could to puta 


‘top to the importation of Afri ican ‘flaves, by loading 


it with the heavieft duties? And that others have at- 
tempted the total abolition of it, by aéts of aflembly, 
which their Governor refufed to pafs, have then pe+ 
titioned the parent flate for new inftrudtions to their 
Governors on this head, and after all, have failed An3 
fuccefs? 


Ir is however, devoutly to be wifhed, that when 


a happy reconciliation once takes place, this poifon- 


ous branch may entirely be fhut out, before our 
great commercial ftream becomes fo infected by the 
contagion, as to endanger the health and fecurity of 
the whole empire. 


C38 *) 
CONSTITUTIONALLY Called upon, we fhall 


mot give ‘‘ GRUDGINGLY OR OF NECESSITY’, 


‘but chearfully and liberally. 


_And as to any pretenfions to, or even de- 
fire of independency, have we not openly 
difavowed them in al] our petitions, reprefent- 
tations and remonftrances? Have we not re« 
peatedly and folemnly profeffed an inviolable 
loyalty to the perfon, power and dignity of 
our Sovereren, and unanimoufly declared, 
that it is not with “1m we contend, but with 
an envious Cloud of rarse Witnesses, that 
furround his throne, and intercept the funfhine 
of his favour from our oppreffed Land ? 


Ir, notwithftanding all this, Brrrarn or 
rather fome degenerate fons of Brrrarn, and 
enemies to our common Liberty, ftill perfift in 
embracing a peLusion, and believing a L1E 
—if the fword is ftill unfheathed againft us, 
and supmrr or pertsu is the fanguinary de- 


cree—why then nie 
I cannot clofe the fentence——Indulge a 


Minifter of Jesus !——My foul fhrinks back. 
with horror from the tragic fcene of fraternal 
flaughter——and the free fpirit of the citizen 

is 


so 


ee) 
is arrefted by the tendernefs of Gofpel loves. 
-——Gracious Gop! ftop the precious ef 


fufion of Britifh and American blood——too. 


precious to be fpared in any other caufe: than. 
the joint intereft of both againft a common 


foe-!—_— 


Parnepb, as lam at this melancholy pro-. 
fpeét, I mean not, however, to-decline ad-- 
drefling you in your military capacity, and 
fuggefting fuch a conduét for the prefervation 
of your temporal rights, as by the blefling of 
Heaven, will be moft likely, to enfure you, 
fuccefs., 7 


* STAND BAST’ then 


I. “ Srawp rasr” bya ftrong rarru 
and dependence upon Jesus Curist, the: 
great Captain of-your Salvation. Enlift un- 
der the Banner of his Crofs. And let this 
motto. be written upon your: hearts, In Hoe 
sIGNO vincEs, “ UNDER THIS. STANDARD 
THOU SHALT OVERCOME.” 


WI. “ Sranp. rast” by avirtuous. and‘ 


unfhaken Unanimrty. Of fuch an unanimi- 
ty, you have a moft ftriking example now 
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before your eyes—three milliéns of people, 
ora vaft majority of them, bound by no other. 
ties than thofe of honour and public virtue, 
voluntarily fubmitting to the wife Political 
Determinations of an Honourable Council of 
Delegates affembled by their own free and 
unbiaffed choice, Avail yourfelves of this 
ifuftrious example. Be unanimous in your 
particular department. And as one refrac- 
tory fpirit may defeat the beft-devifed plan 
of operations, and throw your whole Corps 
into confufion, fee that this unanimity be 
produttive of a juft and becoming sugorpi- 
NATION. 


Rememeser, the Gentlemen who com- 
mand you are your Neighbours, Friends and 
Fellow-Citizens, who have their au at ftake 
as well as you. Their authority has not been 
impofed upon you. _ They were invefted with 
it by yourfelves. “Tis furely your part then to 
fupport them in the juft execution of it; not 


doubting, but that on their part they will al- 


ways confider, that they are not called to 
Jord it over mercenaries, but affe€tionately. 


to command Freemen and Fellow-Sufferers. 
; Accuftom 


ee 


Aecuftom yourfelves, therefore, to difcipline 


now; or elfe, when the day of trial comes, 
(which Heaven avert!) you will too late la- 
ment your unhappy neglect. tpbser 


Ill. Srawnp rasr”. by an undaunted 
couraGe and macnanimitry. And here 
give me leave to remind you, that there is a 
kind of courage, which feems to be merely 
animal or conttitutional.—This may ftand a 
Soldier in good ftead perhaps for afew mo- 
ments. amid the heat and fury of a battle, when 
his blood and fpirits are fet on fire. by the 
warlike found of drums and trumpets. But 
I would have you poffeffed of more than this, 
even a courage that will prove you to be good 
Chriftians, as well as good Soldiers, a firm 
invincible fortitude of foul, founded upon 
religion, and the glorious hope of a better 
world; a courage, that will enable you Tiot 
only to withftand an armed phalanx, to pierce 
a {quadron, or force an entrenchment, “when 
the caufe of virtue and your country calls you 
to fuch a fervice, but will fupport you, like- 
wife, againft the principalities and powers of 

darknefs, 
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darknefs, will ftand by you under the affaults 
of pain and ficknefs, and give you firmnefs 
and -confolation amid all the horrors of a 
death-bed {cene. 


Sucn a courage as this too will always 
be tempered with prudence, humanity, and 
greatnefs of foul. It will never degenerate 
into Savage cruelty and barbarity. If to 
fpread undiftinguifhing ruin. and devaftation 
through a country; if with more than. Gothic 
rage, to break into the fweet retreats of dos, 
meftic felicity and drive the aged and the. 
helplefs from their once quiet habitations = 
O my Gop! if this be heroifm, if this be mi- 
litary virtue 


fuffer not our people to learn 
the deftruGive art. Let them rather continue- 
‘to be injured’ and oppreffed themfelves, than. 
taught thus wantonly to injure and. opprefs: 
others. ; This caution, however, is unnecef. 
fary toyou. Permit me, then only to obferve,. 
that in our prefent circumftances, we contend 
not for Viétory, but for Liberty and peace. 


Nor let me difmifs this head of advice 
without reminding you of the glorious ftand 
that 
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that hath been already made for us by our 
northern Brethren, and calling upon you to 
thank Heaven for his great and gracious in- 
terpofition. Surely ‘the Lord of Hofts was 


with them”—furely ‘the God of Jacob was 
their refuge.” 


Drop a pious tear to the 
memory of the illuftrious flain—and let them 
yet live in the annals of American Freedom. 


Lastry, “sranp past” by a Ready 
CONSTANCY and —rERSEVERANCE. Difficul- 
tics unlooked for may yet arife, and trials 
prefent themfelves fufficient to fhake the ut- 
moft firmnefs of human fortitude. Be pre- 
pared, therefore, for the worft. Suffer not 
your fpirits to evaporate by too violent an 
ebullition now. Be not too eager to bring 
matters to an extremity ; left you fhould be 
wearied out by a continued exertion, and 
your conftancy fhould fail you at the mok 
important crifis. Coolly and deliberately 
wait for thofe events which are in the hands 
of Providence, and depend upon him alone 
for ftrength and expedients fuited to your 
neceflities, 
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In a word, my brethren—though the 
worft fhould come—though we fhould be de- 
prived of all the conveniencies and elegancies 
of life—though we fhould be cut off from all 
our ufual fources of commerce, and con- 

‘ftrained. as many of our poor brethren have 
already been, to. abandon our prefent com~ 
fortable habitations—let us, neverthelefs, 
“ sranp rast” as the Guardians of Lr- 
perty—And though we fhould not be able 
to entertain the Heaven-born Maid, with 
fuch affluence and fplendor, as we have hi- 
therto done, let us ftill keep clofe to her fide, 
as our infeparable companion, preferve her 
from the violence of her adverfaries, and, if 
at laft neceffary, be content to retire with her 
to thofe peaceful, though homely retreats of 
rural life, in which fhe was firft entertained 
by our venerable Anceftors—determined to 
contend to the very laft for fuch an illuftrious 
Prize, and never to part with her, but for 


the more fure and compleat enjoyment of her 


bleflings in a World of Glory. 


& Nowy 
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‘* Now, THEREFORE, BE STRONG, O 
ZERUBBABEL, AND BE STRONG, O JosuuA, 
THE SON OF JOSEDECH THE Hicu-priest, 
AND BE sTRONG, O ye Counfellors, Gene- 
rals, and PEOPLE oF THE LAND; For I 
AM WITH yov, saitTH THE LorpD OF 
HOSTS.———LooK UNTO ME, AND BE 
SAVED, ALL YE ENDS OF THE EARTH! 
Even fo, grant, thou great and glorious 
Gop, that to thee only we may look, and 
from thee experience that deliverance, which 
we afk, not for any merits of our own, but 
for the fake and through the merits of the 
dear Son of thy love Curisr Jesus our 
Lord! To whom, with thee, O Faruer, 
and thee O sressep Spirit! Three per- 
fons in one eternal Gon, be afcribed all 
honour, praife, and dominion now, hence- 
forth and forever ! 
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